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On January 1, 1857 the Garland Grcnd Jury to probe the death of

John Dickson, a city prisoner, who diei in the lev Park Hospital t» Dwaonh.,.
a i r,V/* v \ ki _% t, . a _ a . • a . . _ _

* ^•WHUir
24, 1916. John Dickson died of what
father, Janes Dickson, charged that hi! son had bean Mistreated while
fined in the Hot Springs City Jail*
Wood who was retained by the elder Di
had suffered terrible Injuries and ap;

i clans said was pneumonia, hot ids
on had bean Mistreated while 4cn-

autopsy, instigated by Attornk Scott
cn, revealed that youaf Dickers
ently had been tortured*

The following conversations and Investigation reveal a pos6ibll'»fix^
of the Jury in this case by IfuniclpfdL Jdge Verne S. Ledgerwoodt —

.>

-I* i*

<-

This conversation over telepbomj

4jf

5

P.M. (I/4/57 ) - Incoming

"^Ledgenrood* Is Dutch there

Akers t Hello -

5 was overheard by the wri|rt

#125

Ledgei'woodj This is Verne -\o you know the two colored f)
— one’s name is’

Akers t

fellows who are

Page.
Yes -

*, > > 7

that Jury

Ledgerwoodt I wish you woulccontact them and tell then
.

'*

, . I want to see thjn in front of the City Hall at
- 6*50 in the #orni|g,

Akers t 0* K* Judge,

~,y :

* * *
,

1 ••...»•
*

• ;< Jr,
; ... j c **

•

. _ ;
*•

The local newspapers disclosed that W

two colored persons on the Garland County
••
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,v

y

At' approximately 4 t4Q P.M. Spdal Agent

Akers in the police Olda^bi/e Sedan drive.xiowards the negro section of
- - • ^ >7,7>:
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Mn MlUd U ot.r tilophooo ,446 and Mind to *_ - -J a 3 4W.4 1. f ...A* .

Page and E. I. Puckett art
d Jury* ...

>*.' ' :’*

H. A* Snow obse rved "Dutett.

SpriagM,

At 4«55 P.M.

Akerf . Jailor Tu
to

wised that ha was out Just then.
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It might be stated at this point that on January 2, 1957, Mayor Leo P.
McLaughlin suspended Chief of Police Joe Wakelin, Lt. Cecial Brock, Day Captain
Arch Cooper, and Detective Glynn Buchans pending investigation of the charges
Bade by the elder Dickson in that his son bad been mistreated while confined in
the Hot Springs City Jail.

.

•

It night also bs stated that lt was J^arned that Chief of Police Joe Wake-
line is a brother-in-law of Hunlcippl^Verne S. Ledgervood, the for&er having
n&rried Ledgerwood's sister*

Th6 following observations were bad by the writer on the atorning of
January 5, 1957

t

6tl0 A.K. - Agent saw "Dutch” Akers in *Jia and George's” Restaurant on
Central Avenue*

8 i 15 A.K. Akers was celled to the telephone, and thereafter he left
the eaid restaurant*

8jl6 A.K. - Agent observed Akers talking with a dark conplexloned Ban
carrying a cane in front of Spencer's Cigar Store. The Police
Old.-mobile Sedan wes observed parked close by*

8»25 A.K. - Agent observed a short, stocky colored man, wearing a dark
overcoat, blue suit, and horn-rimmed glasses try to gain en-
trance into the City Hall. The doors were apparently closed.

Agent th^n observed this colored nan walk across the street
and stand in front of the Rock Island Railroad Depot being
visible tc anyone at the City Hall.

8»26 A.K. Agent observed another colored nan cross Benton Street at the

City Hall and greet first colored can by shaking hands. The

second party was approximately 5*11" tall, 155-140 lbs., wore

a dark overcoat, tan hat, and had gold-rimmed glasses.

6j26 A.M. Both colored men remained standing in front of Rock Island

to Railroad Depot, being visible to anyone at the City Hall.

6:55 A.M.
.

_
. i •. ’

... •,
•

•

_ _

8t52 A.M. Agent observed "Dutch" Akers and a second party (believed to

be Judge Ledgerwood) drg’ve bv £ostOffice, agent's point of

surveillance, and then baclolnt&^une driveway between the *

City Fire Department and the Chamber of Commerce Building* r

This driveway leads to the City Jail*
,

• *

8 i 55 A.M. Agent observed Judge Ledgerwood walk across Benton Street from

the City HaU to the Rock Island Railroad Depot, and greet the

shorter of the two colored sen. Thereafter agent observed this

colored m&b and Judge Ledgerwood walk to the rear of the Depot.

Hone of the parties were visible to anyone at the City Hall, no

were they visible to agent who was still maintaining the sur-

veillance from the sffcps of the Post Office*

f



6:55 A.M.
to

8:42 A.M.

6:42 A.M.

8:48 A.M.

8:45 A.M.
to

8:50 A.M.

8:55 A.K.

Agent will be able to Identify the two colored Ben and Judge Verne S. Led-
gerwood sho_ld the same ever become necessary.

On January 6, 1U57 the Garland County Gr md Jury Bade the following report
to the Honorable Circuit Judge Earl Witt:

"?'e have been in session three days investigating the circus tances sur-
rounding the death of one John Dickson. We have heard 58 witnesses, and
have endeavored to develop every particle of evidence that would have any
bearing upon the death of John Dickscn, a priscnei' in he city jail re-
cently. Te have called upon every person who Eight have an^ testimony
or who might know of any one who might have some information that would
tend to throw light on the investigation.

We have returned true bills in cases of seven defendants whom we believe
under the testimony devel-ped during our investigation should face trial
in connection with the death of Dickson.

During our investigation we found no evidence to connect Cnief of Police
Joe Wekelin with the actual mistreatment of any prisoner, but the evidence

revealed by our investigation leads us to believe that should Chief ffake-

lin have exercised a sore dominant control over the officers under hi* such

circumstances as thos reve led in the Dickson case and other cases of al-
leged mistreatment of prisoners, wo ld not have existed.

Wa, the aembers of the grand Jury, strongly condemn any type of brutal so-

called third Degree" nethods used upon prisoners. Such practices trad

to destroy the credibility of the evidence of officers in criainal trials,

aside from being inhuman and which no civilised coamunlty should tolerate.

\

- Judge Ledge iwood talked with both colored Ben in rear of Rock-rr^*
Island Depot for approximately seven minutes, none of whichj^ould
be overheard by agent. .

- Agent observed Judge Ledgerwood cross Benton Street and entar
City Hall.

Agent observed the two colored Ben, described above, walk west
on platform in back of Rock Island Depot towards Central Avenue.

Agent followed the two colored sen who were walking and talking
together, to the Garland County Court House on Ouachita Street.

Agent observed the two colored Ben enter the Grand Jury Roon on
the third floor of the Court House.

i '

'.i.
*

********



We deeply appreciate the helpful co-opeation of the mayor, the sheriff *•
office, the municipal judge, and the circ it judge in our investigation
of the Dickson case*" (Signed)

Charles Goalee, foreman
I* C. Beam, clerk
W* W. Ermey,

Harold J, Coomber,
indy J * Jett,
F* L. Thompson,

''A. R. Puckett, (negro)
J. M. Page, (negro)
Roy Taylor,
Reed Farmer,
Gil B* Wcotten,
C* Emmett Karston,
J. B. Wheatley,
Eendry T. Bhraeder,
Leon Dinkelspiel,
G. L. k'erritt*

Indictments charging secon degree murder were returned against the follow-
ing police officers*

Captain L. A. (Arch) Cooper
Captain R. L. (Bob) {Score :

Lieutenant Cecil Brock,

Detective Glynn Buchanan,
Patrolman Press Griffin,
Patrolman Joe Scott,
Patrolman Andrew Irwin.

All of the above members of the police department immediately surrendered
themselves at the Sheriffs Office and were released under a $1500.00 bond*

Several hours after the G-and Jury made its return as to these individuals.
Mayor Leo P* McLaughlin discharged each and everyone from the Hot Springs Police
Department, and issued the statement that they will never be naagtri again con-
nected with ufce city*s administration during his term of office* 1

As the subsequent telephone logs will indicate, none of the above discharged

police officers are apparently much concerned crer their predicament. Several of

then have been overheard to say that there isn't anything tc the xkagxga charges

f- a*ide against them.

The Mayor has as yet made no definite statement concerning whether he will
re-instate Chief Joe Wekelin on the police force.



Although this is not definitely known, it is believed that the Mayor'*
action in suspending the four n&Bed police officers is Barely a political
gesture, and that nothing further will ever be done concerning the seven /

,

officers indicted. Recently there appeared a news article in the local newe^T
per to the effect that a Basher of the Arkansas Legislature, since identified
as Rev. Lee Nichols of Logan County, will introduce An the next legislature
a resolution providing for a committee to investigate conditions in Hot Springs,
particularly the John Dickson case, the Luciano case, and the recent democratic
state primary in which Garland county gave top heavy favorites to those candi-
dates who had the endorsement of the Hot Springs City Alminlstratlon.

With reference to the above resolution the following conversations were
overheard, and speak for themselvest

11:21 A.M. (1/B/S7) - Incoming over Major's phone J.L.M.

Grady Hanning of Little Rock celled long distance for Mayor McLaughlin,

Manning: Xoj asked Be the other day about this fellow Nichols - and
I said that he was a reasonable fellow, Nell, I'll retract
that statement. Ha's got a resolution drawn up about six
or seven pages long. The Speaker of the House let me read
it, and the things it recites in there are awful. I can't
believe them. I wish that you and I end Jim Campbell can
get together, and i.vcuss how v?e should handle this situation.

Mayor j That thing was written in Hot Springs. I got wind of it a
couple days ago. Joe Denby who lost the Circuit Judgeship
in the next county, this fellow Nichols, and Scott Rood col-
laborated on it. .

Manning : It would laave on awful bad taste if tiiio thing were intro-
duced. Tt m ntlons a lot of names, and cttixux cites many
instances of alleged corruption that I don't believe are true.

If the newspapers get a hold of it, they'll blast the hell
out of us down there, even if that dann thing isn't introduced

Mayor : Can't we discourage the introduction of it in s one way,

Manning: That’s what I want you down here for. Bransfold is our friend

end he lot me read the paper.

Can't we get the head man t< drop it. He's here, you know.

That’s what I want tc discuss with you - how to proceed on it.

1 would suggest that you and I and Campbell talk to John
(Bnmsford) about this. Better cose over this afternoon or

tenorrow.

Mayor i Will you be able to have Jim and John there?

*4

tfayor t

Hanning:

T



;)

/

Manning! John is here all the tine, and Jin said ha'll stay until
tomorrow.

Mayor t

Manning!

All right Grady, I'll be over there around three or four
this afternoon.

.

fr
"

That's fine. I'll round up John and Campbell, and we 'll be
all set when you get here*

********

For your information Grady Manning is President of the Southwest Hotel
Corporat.on and is located at the Marion Hotel in Little Rock, Arkansas. The''

Majestic and Kings ay Hotels in Hot Springs are owned and controlled by this
corporation. John Bransford is the designate-speaker of the Arkansas State
House of Representatives, and Jin Campbell is a local attorney in Hot Springs.

.
• _ \ •- • ’ \

•
- f *

/ .

' ’ \ *'
•

?' W
J

The following conversation was overheard on January fc, l&STg .

lliSO A.K. (l/i/hl) - Incoming over £6*8 Q.R.M.

Grady Manning called long distance for Mayor McLaughlin from Little
Rock, Arkansas.

Manning | Leo, I had a talk with that fellow and everything waa
very satisfactory. He said that only we two would know
about it.

Mayor t Yeah, well that's fine.

Manning! I think you did a fine bit of work, and I'm glad you cane
over yesterday.

Mayor i Joe and Raymond said they would get in touch with me this
morning.

*******

It is not known exactly just who Joe and Raymond are, but it is believed that

"Joe" might be Joe Schneider, a close personal friend of the Mayor's, and "Ray-
mond" might be Raymond Robsamen of Little Rock. The Mayor place a call for him

at Little Rock at noon on January 8, lb57, but he was not in. . . f

Respectfully submitted,

John L. Madala,

Special Agent.



Hot Springs, Arkansan."
December 16, 1956.*

MEBORANDUK FOR E, COKNELLEY

Re: Brekid.

There are attached hereto the log6 for December IS, 1SS6 covering the taps
on telephones listed to the Chief of Police, City Jailor, and the Mayor's Office,
aUTlocated in the City Hall at Hot Springs, Arkansas.

This date being on a Sunday, not much activity came over the phones. "Dutch"
Akers left Hot Sprigs l»+e this suing evening to go to Prescott, Arkansas in the
hopes of rounding up "Pug" Dixon and his gang who ar« wanted by the local police
for assaulting Chief of Police Wakelin an- for the robbery of the Ohio Club which
took place over a year ago.

Respectfully submitted,

John L. Radala.
Special Agent.
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< ŷ(SjL^<~^ ==• 7^0 t /^^-*-Lw

/jip!<*J<- ~ 6^/c



<? ~4~ eX „ X? ^y
*> ^<-/ j(^

u^ -

^^^3 £t.<‘«U--»- * ^7/3. S^Q^>

C-* 7tZ - -

*<i^^

U^-/
*Scj 7?£~- ^iZe- {U A

jA &4jL~

d<y^

V/



>^
^ «£- ^ -

:



v; .s'* C >:-»> P >7 . S*- ^
”!Hw >/- ^2 <E~j

XL^ilk
1 .

—._** * >/5»

L s4>
-^ T'^C _tyvj^

V' >3 (?./»-/.

<

S?-v—<-— »v^, ^ > >-3.

V*3 4- ? . /I .
^ Z>V3

J-Vw*— T^e. w- i&.

l~*^LL ** 3. <? *x.

r'

iffgrWM

v, y / ? >-?

.

\ (Li
** > V 5

—pr^4-

’ ^ ^ O
^

/^vC * ^o- l^-v^

v ^ 6^y ^dz_.
'

.
z£»x * 'v /w/ ^r ^rO

4 .?4 *4fU.4;***

>o>
*+r*ffj

u



3: c c

rd Pt+sC~ **"

*
/X

3; o^ f.>7.

9.

•-W * J.»
^-r---v -»>-»«<*»

(Tj

a
/x,.

/£*r*>t.

T
"Yp
—* -4-^, erf \

\ ^-Ca^ ^—Y Xt'o- “t/b-—c. .

<J

3 : / 4 ^ ^ ~~

# « % C ^—*u-t3
** vv^

3*. /£ ^P- J"1 . /^»bC|f»wb*

%wU- w ^r15^
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